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to be protected by establishing a self-regu-
latory regime on a global basis.
13. Consumer Protection.

Electronic commerce should afford con-
sumers the same level of protection as is pro-
vided in other forms of commerce.

III. Future Work
We will continue to work together to sup-

port the development of global electronic
commerce in the future, through:
14. Close policy coordination between the
United States and Japan to promote elec-
tronic commerce.
15. Continuing substantive bilateral discus-
sions at the experts level on issues regarding
electronic commerce.
16. Encouraging private sector leadership
through dialogue and cooperation between
the private sectors of both countries, for ex-
ample, the Working Group on Electronic
Commerce of the U.S.-Japan Business Coun-
cil.
17. Close cooperation between the United
States and Japan at international fora—which
may include, for example, WTO, OECD,
WIPO, UNCITRAL and APEC—to support
the development of global electronic com-
merce.

NOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 15 but was
not issued as a White House press release. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue. An original was not available
for verification of the content of this statement.

The President’s Radio Address
May 16, 1998

Good morning. This week I want to speak
to you about a matter of grave concern to
the United States and the international com-
munity: India’s nuclear test explosions. These
tests were unjustified and threaten to spark
a dangerous nuclear arms race in Asia. As
a result, and in accordance with our laws,
I have imposed serious sanctions against
India, including an end to our economic as-
sistance, military financing, and credit or loan
guarantees.

I’m at the G–8 summit of the major indus-
trial powers in Birmingham, England, where
the major nations here, along with friends
and allies around the world, have joined us
in condemning India’s actions

This is especially disappointing to me be-
cause I have long supported stronger ties be-
tween the United States and India. After all,
India will soon be the world’s most populous
country. Already it has the world’s largest
middle class and 50 years of vibrant democ-
racy to its credit. And America has been im-
measurably enriched by the contributions of
Indian-Americans who work hard, believe in
education, and have really been good citi-
zens.

For all these reasons, the United States
and India should be close friends and part-
ners for the 21st century. And they make it
all the more unfortunate that India has pur-
sued this course at a time when most nations
are working hard to leave the terror of the
nuclear age behind. So in this instance, India
is on the wrong side of history.

Over the past few years, we’ve made re-
markable progress in reducing nuclear arse-
nals around the world and combating the
spread of nuclear weapons. Building on the
work of the Reagan and Bush administra-
tions, we entered that START I treaty into
force, lowering both Russian and American
nuclear arsenals. And we ratified START II
to go further. Now, when Russia’s Parliament
approves START II, we’ll be on course to
cut American and Russian nuclear arsenals
by two-thirds from their cold war height.

We also work with Ukraine, Belarus, and
Kazakhstan to return to Russia the nuclear
weapons left on their land when the Soviet
Union broke apart. We extended indefinitely
and unconditionally the Non-Proliferation
Treaty, which makes it harder for states that
do not now possess nuclear weapons to ac-
quire them. And just last month, working
with the United Kingdom and the Republic
of Georgia, we helped to secure a small
amount of bomb-grade uranium in the Re-
public of Georgia that could have posed a
serious danger if it had fallen into the wrong
hands.

Two years ago I was proud to be the first
national leader to sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty, first proposed by President
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Eisenhower, advanced by President Ken-
nedy, and brought to conclusion by my ad-
ministration working with almost 60 other
nations. This treaty, called the CTBT, bans
all nuclear explosions, thus making it more
difficult for the nuclear states to produce
more advanced and dangerous weapons and
much harder for nonnuclear states to develop
them in the first place. Already, 149 other
nations have signed on.

The CTBT also strengthens our ability to
detect and deter nuclear testing by other
countries. That’s a mission we must pursue,
with or without this treaty, as India’s actions
so clearly remind us. The CTBT’s global net-
work of sensors and the short-notice on-site
inspections it allows will improve our ability
to monitor and discourage countries from
cheating.

I submitted the treaty to the Senate last
fall. Now it’s all the more important that the
Senate act quickly, this year, so that we can
increase the pressure on, and isolation of,
other nations that may be considering their
own nuclear test explosions.

The Indian Government has put itself at
odds with the international community over
these nuclear tests. I hope India will reverse
course from the dangerous path it has chosen
by signing the CTBT immediately and with-
out conditions. And India’s neighbors can set
a strong example of responsibility for the
world by not yielding to the pressure to fol-
low India’s example and conduct their own
nuclear tests. I hope they won’t do that.

We have an opportunity to leave behind
the darkest moments of the 20th century and
embrace the most brilliant possibilities of the
21st. To do it we must walk away from nu-
clear weapons, not toward them. Let us
renew our determination to end the era of
nuclear testing once and for all.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:20 p.m.
on May 15 at the Swallow Hotel in Birmingham,
United Kingdom, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
May 16.

Interview With Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom by
David Frost of the British
Broadcasting Corporation in
Weston-under-Lizard, United
Kingdom

May 16, 1998

Northern Ireland Peace Process

Mr. Frost. Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Presi-
dent, it’s a great joy to be talking. And let’s
begin on the subject that’s on everybody’s
minds today, the subject of Northern Ireland.
The vote may be more perilously close than
was hoped a week or 2 ago. What is your
message that each of you have right now to
persuade doubting Unionists or doubting
Catholics to persuade? How would you both
begin?

Prime Minister Blair. I think it’s in many
ways a battle between fear and emotion on
the one hand and reason and hope on the
other. And the fear and the emotion is totally
understandable, but it is important that peo-
ple vote for reason and hope. And I say that
because people ask me for reassurances on
certain of the key items of the agreement.
They say, ‘‘Reassure us that the IUC is not
going to be disbanded or stop being a proper
police force.’’ I give that reassurance. That
will be plain.

I give the reassurance, the absolute com-
mitment that if the cross-community provi-
sions in the agreement to exclude people
from office if they engage in violence, if those
don’t work, then they will be changed. That
will be in the legislation. I give the explicit
commitment to people that decommissioning
will be a factor that we take into account,
a factor there, specified in the legislation, so
that if people aren’t abiding by the decom-
missioning arrangements of the independent
commission on decommissioning then that
can mean their exclusion or removal from
office.

I give the explicit commitment that peo-
ple, whether in the assembly or the shadow
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